
 First Commandment—Always Keep
the Muzzle Pointed in a Safe Direc-
tion

This is the most important gun safety rule.
A “safe direction” is one in which an acci-
dental discharge will not cause injury to
yourself or others. NEVER point your
muzzle at anything you don’t intend to
shoot.

Be especially careful when you are unload-
ing and loading, and make it a habit to
know where your muzzle is pointed at all
times. Treat every gun as if it were loaded.
 Second Commandment— Firearms

Should be Unloaded When Not Ac-
tually In Use

Load your firearm only when you are in the
field, or on the target range and ready to
fire. NEVER let a loaded gun out of your
sight or out of your hands. Unload it as
soon as you are finished shooting before you
bring it into your car, truck, camp, or home.

Before handling a firearm, or passing it on
to someone else, visually check the cham-
ber, receiver and magazine to be certain it
does not contain ammunition. Always keep
the gun’s action open when not in use.

NEVER assume a gun is unloaded.

Use common sense in the storage of your
firearms. NEVER store loaded guns.
Keep guns and ammunition in separate
and secure places so they can’t be touched
without your knowledge, particularly by
children.

 Third Commandment—Don’t Rely
on Your Gun’s “Safety”

Treat every gun as though it can fire at any
time—whether or not there is pressure on
the trigger. Remember that a gun’s safety
is a mechanical device, and like any me-
chanical device, it could fail.

Ina addition, the safety is not a substitute
for common sense. It is only a supple-
ment to your proper handling of the fire-
arm. Don’t touch the trigger on a firearm until
you are ready to shoot. Keep your fingers away
from the trigger while loading and unload-
ing; and don’t pull the trigger with the
safety engaged or positioned anywhere
between “safe” and “fire”. The gun could
go off at any time.

 Fourth Commandment—Be Sure of
Your Target and What’s Beyond

You can’t stop a shot in mid-air, so don’t fire
unless you know exactly where your shot is going
and what it will strike. Never fire at a sound,
a movement, or a patch of color. Never
shoot without being absolutely sure of
what you’re shooting at and what is behind
it. Before you pull the trigger, be abso-
lutely certain that (continued on page 2)
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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS OF
SAFE GUN HANDLING

There are over 580,000 current li-
censes to carry that have been issued
in the state of Pennsylvania. Owning
and using a firearm is an awesome
responsibility. Any and all firearms
must be handled with care, caution,
and respect.



Page 2 News You Can Use

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS OF SAFE GUN HANDLING
your shot has a backstop—such as a hillside, or dense mate-
rial like sand. Remember, bullets can travel great distances
with tremendous velocity—know how far your shot will go
if you miss your target or the bullet ricochets.

 Fifth Commandment—Use Correct Ammunition

Every firearm is designed to use a certain caliber or gauge of
ammunition. Using the wrong ammunition, or mixing am-
munition, can destroy your firearm and expose you or by-
standers to serious personal injury.

Make sure the ammunition you use exactly matches the
gauge and chamber length of your gun. Refer to your
owner’s manual to find out about the specific requirements
of your gun and always read and heed the instructions on
ammunition boxes.

Check all ammunition (continued on page 2) before you load
it to be sure that it matches. If a 20-gauge shell is loaded
into a 12-gauge shotgun, it will probably lodge in the bore. If
a 12-gauge shell is fired behind the 20-gauge, the two will
slam together and can cause the barrel to explode, possibly
resulting in serious personal injury or death.

If you are a reloader, you must make certain that the loads
and components of your ammunition meet your gun’s fac-
tory tested standards. Firearms are designed, manufactured
and proof tested to standards based on factory-loaded am-
munition. Hand loaded or reloaded ammunition that deviates
from load or component recommendations can be very dan-
gerous.

Observe all possible safety precautions and practices related
to the proper handling of explosives. The first rule of re-
loading is to follow the powder or bullet manufacturer’s in-
structions for the components you are using. Today’s mod-
ern powders and primers can lead to higher pressures. Don’t
mix or substitute powders or primers, because the firearm
could explode. Don’t use unknown or substandard compo-
nents. Use only suitable components that have been factory
tested by reputable ammunition, powder and bullet manufac-
turers. If you don’t follow the manufacturer’s recommended
exact recipe when reloading, dangerously high pressure can
occur and lead to an explosion that results in serious injury
or even death to the shooter and others.

And don’t use reloaded ammunition made by someone else,

unless you know it comes from a reliable source.
Don’t use reloads that feel “off” in any way—for
example, too heavy or too light, or that don’t look as
if they’ve been carefully made. Defective ammuni-
tion is not always detectable by visual inspection. If
you have any doubts about the quality of reloaded
ammunition (yours or someone else’s), get rid of it
safely. It is better to discard possibly good ammuni-
tion than to chamber possibly bad ammunition.

 Sixth Commandment: If Your Gun Fails To
Fire When the Trigger is Pulled, Handle
With Care!

If for some reason the ammunition doesn’t fire
when you pull the trigger stop and remember the
First Commandment of Safe Gun Handling: always
point the muzzle in a safe direction.

Keep your face away from the breech, open the ac-
tion, unload the firearm and dispose of the cartridge
safely. Remember, any time there is a shell in the
chamber, your gun is loaded and ready to use.—
even if you tried to shoot and it didn’t fire. It could
still discharge.

 Seventh Commandment: Always Wear Eye
and Ear Protection When Shooting

Your sight and hearing risk injury from shooting,
and should be protected at all times. Serious dam-
age to your eyes, including loss of sight, can result if
the barrel of your gun bursts for any reason. Wear
shooting glasses to guard against such injury, as well
as falling shot, clay target chips, powder residue and
twigs in the field.

Continued exposure to shooting noise can damage
your hearing. Use the maximum protection of a
headset on the range, where shooting volume is the
loudest. Learn to use earplugs in the field—
especially in confined locations like duck blinds.

 Eighth Commandment: Be Sure the Barrel
is Clear of Obstructions Before Shooting

Before loading your gun, open the action and make
sure there is no ammunition in the chamber or



magazine. Check to see that there is no de-
bris of any kind in the barrel. Even a small
amount of snow, mud, excess lubricant or
grease in the bore can dangerously increase
pressure and cause the barrel to bulge or
burst in firing.

Use a cleaning rod and patch to wipe away
anti-rust compounds or any other residues in
the gun. NEVER try to remove an object
from the barrel by loading another shell and
firing. When firing, trust your instincts– if
the noise or recoil on firing seems “off”, stop
everything and be sure nothing is lodged in
the barrel.

 Ninth Commandment: Don’t Alter or
Modify Your Gun, and Have Guns
Serviced Regularly

Never alter or modify your firearm in any
way. Your firearm has been designed to op-
erate according to certain factory specifica-
tions. You will jeopardize your own safety or
that of others by attempting to alter its trig-
ger, safety or other mechanisms.

Your gun is subject to wear and must be
maintained and periodically serviced to assure
optimum safety and performance. Don’t al-
low anyone to service, repair, or modify your
firearm except a service facility recommended
or approved by the gun’s manufacturer.

Proper cleaning and lubrication of all parts of
your gun are also critical to gun maintenance,
and are necessary to assure accuracy, safety
and reliability. Clean your gun before and
after long term storage, and no less frequently
than once a year. Your firearm should also be
cleaned whenever it has been exposed to ad-
verse conditions, such as dirt, mud, rain,
snow, sleet, or in saltwater areas.

Carefully inspect the trigger assembly to be
sure it is clean and free of debris and residue
build-up. Use recommended lubricants on
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In order to obtain a
License To Carry
in Pennsylvania,
you need to contact
your county Sheriff.
(In Philadelphia,
you must contact
the Philadelphia
Police Department).

For additional in-
formation and ap-
plicable fees, please
contact your county
Sheriff’s Office.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS OF SAFEGUN HANDLING (continued)
your gun and take care not to
over-lubricate. Excessive use
of a non-recommended lubri-
cant could cause serious func-
tional problems that might
result in accidental firing.

 Tenth Commandment:
Learn the Mechanical
and Handling Charac-
teristics of the Firearm
You are Using

Not all guns are alike. They
have different mechanical
characteristics that dictate
how you should carry and
handle them. Anyone that
plans to use a firearm should
first become totally familiar
with the type of gun it is and
the safe handling require-
ments for loading, unloading,
carrying, shooting , and stor-
age.

 A Final Thought

There is one other rule you
must follow when handling
firearms. In fact, respect
for this rule is necessary in
order to effectively practice
the ten commandments of
safety.

The rule is, shoot sober.

Alcohol, drugs, and guns
are a deadly combination.
NEVER consume anything
that will even mildly impair
your judgment or physical
coordination when you are
using a firearm.

Our website is in the
process of being revised
and updated.

You will be able to view
the complete Sheriffs of
Pennsylvania directory,
download our Product
line brochure, see the his-
tory of the Office of Sher-
iff, click on individual
counties to view pertinent
data for that county and
link to other sites from
our site.

May 15th is National
Peace Officers Me-
morial Day and the
week containing
May 15th is National
Police Week. We
urge you to honor all
fallen Peace Officers
by lowering your
flag to half-staff on
that date.
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Firearm Reciprocity Agreements

We’re on the web
www.pasheriffs.org

In 1995, the Pennsylvania General As-
sembly gave the Attorney General the
authority to enter into reciprocity agree-
ments with other states.
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
currently has reciprocity agreements
with several states that recognize a
valid license to carry firearms issued to
a Pennsylvania resident. In return,
Pennsylvania recognizes valid firearm
carry permits from the following states.

Alaska North Carolina
Florida Oklahoma
Georgia South Dakota
Kentucky Tennessee
Michigan Texas
Missouri Virginia
New Hampshire Wyoming

Although the right to carry a firearm in
Pennsylvania is limited to residents car-
rying a concealed weapon permit from
the states listed above, Idaho, Indiana,

Montana, Oklahoma and
Utah do allow any out of state
resident with a valid concealed
weapons permit from their
home state to carry a weapon
while in those respective
states. Therefore, Pennsylvania
residents with a valid con-
cealed weapon permit may
carry a firearm while in Idaho,
Indiana, Montana, Oklahoma
and Utah. These states also
require a person to have the
actual permit and a photo ID
on their person while carrying
the weapon.
At this time, Pennsylvania
does not yet have a reciprocity
agreement with these states.
Therefore residents of these
states and any other state with-
out a Pennsylvania reciprocity
agreement MAY NOT carry a
firearm while in Pennsylvania.

To read firearm laws for those
states with which we have fire-
arm reciprocity and also those
states that allow Pennsylvania
residents with valid permits to
carry within a state, you can
g o o n l i n e t o
www.attorneygeneral .com,
click on the CRIME tab, and in
the drop down, click on Fire-
arms Reciprocity.
If you do not have access to a
computer or need more infor-
mation on Pennsylvania's re-
ciprocity agreements, contact
the Attorney General's Office
of Legislative Affairs:
Pennsylvania Office of Attor-
ney General
Office of Legislative Affairs
16th Floor, Strawberry
Square
Harrisburg, PA 17120
717-783-3085


